Introduction

Holy Cross Petition and Petition sent from Alice Harte Elementary
School. The Corps has developed a plan for the replacement of the
Inner Harbor navigation Canal Lock (Industrial Canal Lock) that
minimizes the impact to the surrounding communities to the maximum
extent practicable. The proposed plan will not require any residential
relocations by utilizing innovative construction techniques that will
occur within the confines of the existing canal. We have also recently
deveioped plans for a temporary bridge at St. Claude Avenue that will
keep that bridge open to vehicular traffic at all times. Additional
studies have shown that the closure of the Claiborne Avenue bridge can
be reduced to about two weeks.

The impacts to the Holy Cross neighborhood have been
significantly reduced because of these changes. However, there will still
be impacts. Recognizing this, a $33 million community impact
mitigation plan has been developed. which has already been authorized
for implementation by Congress, that attempts to minimize or
compensate for the direct and indirect impacts the project will have on
their neighborhood.

Petition from St. Bernard Town Hall Meeting. The lock is

considered a separable element under the MR-GO authority. This report
does not address the MR-GO channe! and related problems.

While we agree that a new vehicular bridge, mid-rise or high-rise,
is needed at Florida Avenue for better traffic flow and improved
hurricane evacuation over the Industrial Canal, we do not have
authority under the lock replacement project to include any work at
that location. The State of Louisiana has been planning for a new bridge
at that location for a number of years. We have assumed that a new
bridge there is in our without project condition.
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PO.Box 3417 New Orleans, Louisiana 70177

March 3, 1997

Colonel William Conner
District Engineer
USAED, New Orleans
7400 Leak Avenue

P.O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160

Dear Colonel Conner:

We the residents of the Lower Ninth Ward and others
hereby declare our opposition to the Industrial Canal
Expansion project of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer.
We believe this project is a direct threat to safety,
environment, residential property values, historical
continuity, business wiability, family and social
fabric, transportation that can not be compensated.
In addition, nor do we want to accommodate larger

ship traffic.

We are attaching a signed petition that expresses
our sentiments toward this upheaval which is not based
on unfounded fears but on outrage rooted in awareness.

In affect, such a project will destroy this area,
therefore, we strongly withstand the construction
of this project in our neighborhood.

This project is not acceptable!

Sincerely,

airperson
Holy Cross Board of Directors
415 Tupelo Street
LA 70117

Yy Cross Board of Directors
6115 Royal Street

New Orleans, LA 70117

{504) 279-2361, anad

THE UNDERSIGNED PETITIONERS
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